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Themagazinesthismontharefull of X P,Microsoft'snewest
attempttorelieveyouofyourhard-earnedcash. Andy
Patrizioof WiredNews, anonlinecomputermagazine,
summeditupaboutaswellasanyonewhenhesaid,"|fthe
dairyindustrycouldgetasmuchmilkoutofacashcowas
Microsoft,we'dneednomorethanadozencowstokeepthe
wholecountryawashindairy”. So,weallpayforthe
evolutionofasoftwareproductjusttohavethe"latestand
greatest"onourhomecomputer.Isitworthit? | guessthat
dependsonwhetheryoucanactual lyjustifypayingthecost
ofanupgradejustforthenewfeaturesyouwill gain. Office
XPStandardretail sat$239fortheupgradeand$479forthe
fullversion. OfficeX PProfessionalis$329fortheupgrade
and$579forthefullversion. Streetpricesshouldbe
somewhatlower.

Speakingof cashcows,MicrosoftannouncedonJuned'
theywillbeincludingWindowsM essengertosoon-to-be-
releasedWindowsXP. WindowsM essengerwillprovide
enhancedinstantmessaging,text,chat,video,audioand
telephonyservices,verysimilartoAmericaOnLine's
InstantMessenger. ThismaybepartofMicrosoft'sstrategy
toincorporatemoreofthefeaturesof NetM eetingand
InstantM essengerintotheirnewoperatingsystem. Beta
copiesshoul dbeontheirwaytoproducteval uators.

Ifyouareafanof computergamesormultimedia
processingandyouareinthemarketforanewcomputer,
youmightwanttowaitabit. NVidia,thegraphics
processorcompanyisplanningtointroduceanewchipset
forAMDAthlonandDuronprocessormotherboards. The
performance numbersNV vidiai squotingareimpressive.
Theyareclai mingvideoprocessingtimeseightti mesfaster
thancurrentintelandA M D chipsets,andaDynamic
AdaptiveSpecul ativePre-Processorwhichmonitors
memory trafficandpre-processesdataprovidinguptoa
twentypercentperformanceimprovement.Databetweenthe
chipsetandtheprocessorpassesal ongabridgecal leda
HyperTransportwhichtransmitsdataat800M Bpersecond.
Traditional PCl bridgesarelimitedtoamaxi mumofabout
200M Bpersecond. Whatthismeansisthatyouwon't
waste somany CD-Rsbecauseofburnfailureduetoslow
datatransfer. Audiophileswillappreciatethel922-D
voicesand643-DvoicescomparedtoSoundBlasterLive's
halfthatmuch. NVidia isal soclaimingl5to20percent
increaseinnetworkperformanceover3Com. NVidiais
licensingtheirproductstomotherboardmanufacturers
Gigabyte,MicroStar,Mitac,ASUSTeKandAbit.
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QuipsN' Tips

""
by Rick Howell ot

Thenewboardsshouldbeavailablethisfall. Gottahaveit!

J"

Via Technologieslnc.hasannouncedtheyarerel easinga
chipsetwhichwillallowPentiumbasedmotherboardstoutilize
DDRSDRAMinsteadofRAMBUSRAMwhichlntelhasbeen
promotingsomuchlately. Viaclaimsroughlyan8percent
increaseinsystemperformanceutilizingDDRSDRAM.

M akesyouwonderwhyl ntelwentthatrouteoriginally.Atthe
timeof mywritingthisarticle,Viahadnotbeenlicensedyetby
Intel tousethePentium4bus,andwasstillinnegotiationswith
Intel. ViaclaimstheywillshipthechipsetinAugustwhether
theyhaveanagreementwithlntelornot.

Several ofourmembers(includingmysel f)werefortunate
enoughtobeinvitedtoattendtheAMDTechTourshowin
DallasonJune5;whereAM DintroducedtheirnewM ulti-
Processorsystemforlow-endworkstations. Thiswasthefirst
timetheproductwasshownintheUnitedStatesandl haveto
admititwasimpressive. Thegraphicsdemotheywere
displayingwasSolidwWorks,a3-Dsolidmodelingprogramand
thedual -processorhandl edprocessor-intensivecal cul ationslike
asupercomputer. Thisproductistargetingworkstationswhich
usuallyretailinthe seventotenthousanddollarrange.The
AM Dpricehasnotyetbeenannounced,butshouldbe
substantiallylower.

MEETING NOTICE
by: George Miner

When:
7:15PM
Where: Old Bedford School (in
1800bl ockof BedfordRoad)
Program: OurspeakersforJune
will be group discussion by
members on their favorite
programs.This will be a great
program, and will add to your
enjoymentandknowledge.Bring
afriend.

Our newsletter editor was
Tennessee thispastweekand| eft
herhusbandtodothehattrick.

Tuesday, June 12 at



THE MID-CITIES PC USERS GROUP

The Mid-Cities PC Users Group is a not for-profit
organizationwhoseobjectivesare:

*toprovideaf orumfortheexchangeofi deasandexperience,
* educationi nthef ormof seminarsandprograms,and
* communityaspertai nstothecomputerindustry.

Annual membership is$24.00perfamilywithonevoteper
membership.MembersareencouragedtonotifytheM embership
Chairperson of any change of address assoonaspossibleto
continue receivingtheirmonthlynewsl etter.Pleaseaddressany
notificationsto:Mid-CitiesPCUsers'Group: Attn.Membership
Chair,P.0.Box54141,Hurst, TX76054

2000/010FFICERSANDBOARDMEMBERS

President SteveTurner  (817)457-7131
president@mcpcug.org

VPPrograms  GeorgeMiner  (817)292-3965
programs@mcpcug.org

Publicity DonHelyer (817)318-8475
publicity@mcpcug.org

Secretary SheryllynnRoberts(817)292-5420
secretary@mcpcug.org

Treasurer TomWaak (817)281-8950
treasurer@mcpcug.org
NewsletterEd. Nancy Hester (817) 496-1961
newsl etter @mcpcug.org

MemberChair  AnneJohnson (817)268-6411
M embership@mcpcug.org

Mid-CitiesPCUsers'Group
POBox54141

Hurst, TX 76054http://www.mcpcug.org

THE MID-CITIESPCUSERS'GROUP
NEWSLETTER

PublishedmonthlybyM CPCUGBODandcreatedusingCorel
Draw8.0,al aserprinter,andcopi edonaphotocopier. Commentsabout
thenewsl ettercanbeaddressedtoanyofficerorboardmemberand
constructivecriticismisencouraged.Articlesmaybereproducedwith
propercreditgiventoMid-CitiesPCUsers GroupNewsl etter.

CONTRIBUTING ARTICLES

ArticleStyle: Typeal | copyflushleftwithoutjustification;use
wordwrap feature for your paragraphs.Thisincludesheadings, by-
lines,andthefirstlineof eachparagraph.Placeacreditby-line(author's
name) between the titleandfirst paragraph. Leave no blank lines
betweenparagraphs.Useonlyonespacebetweensentences.

File Formatss MS Word or Word Perfect is preferred. If
formattingiscrucial andyoudonothaveaccesstotheaboveprograms,
senda hardcopytoshowthelayout.

Submitting Articles: You may use one of two methods.

Uploadingthearticleto NancyHesteratnewsletter@mcpcug.org or
youcanhandthemtoherondi skette(3.5" preferred)duringthegeneral

membershipmeetings.
é Thanksalot!
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