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Thenewboardsshouldbeavailablethisfall. Gottahaveit!

Via TechnologiesInc.hasannouncedtheyarereleasinga
chipsetwhichwillallowPentiumbasedmotherboardstoutilize
DDRSDRAMinsteadofRAMBUSRAMwhichIntelhasbeen
promotingsomuchlately. Viaclaimsroughlyan8percent
increaseinsystemperformanceutilizingDDRSDRAM.
MakesyouwonderwhyIntelwentthatrouteoriginally.Atthe
timeofmywritingthisarticle,Viahadnotbeenlicensedyetby
Intel tousethePentium4bus,andwasstillinnegotiationswith
Intel. ViaclaimstheywillshipthechipsetinAugustwhether
theyhaveanagreementwithIntelornot.

Severalofourmembers(includingmyself)werefortunate
enoughtobeinvitedtoattendtheAMDTechTourshowin
DallasonJune5,whereAMDintroducedtheirnewMulti-
Processorsystemforlow-endworkstations. Thiswasthefirst
timetheproductwasshownintheUnitedStatesandIhaveto
admititwasimpressive. Thegraphicsdemotheywere
displayingwasSolidWorks,a3-Dsolidmodelingprogramand
thedual-processorhandledprocessor-intensivecalculationslike
asupercomputer. Thisproductistargetingworkstationswhich
usuallyretailinthe seventotenthousanddollarrange.The
AMDpricehasnotyetbeenannounced,butshouldbe
substantiallylower.
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Quips N' Tips
by Rick Howell

ThemagazinesthismontharefullofXP,Microsoft'snewest
attempttorelieveyouofyourhard-earnedcash. Andy
Patrizioof anonlinecomputermagazine,
summeditupaboutaswellasanyonewhenhesaid,"Ifthe
dairyindustrycouldgetasmuchmilkoutofacashcowas
Microsoft,we'dneednomorethanadozencowstokeepthe
wholecountryawashindairy". So,weallpayforthe
evolutionofasoftwareproductjusttohavethe"latestand
greatest"onourhomecomputer.Isitworthit? I guessthat
dependsonwhetheryoucanactuallyjustifypayingthecost
ofanupgradejustforthenewfeaturesyouwill gain. Office
XPStandardretailsat$239fortheupgradeand$479forthe
fullversion. OfficeXPProfessionalis$329fortheupgrade
and$579forthefullversion. Streetpricesshouldbe
somewhatlower.

Speakingofcashcows,MicrosoftannouncedonJune4
theywillbeincludingWindowsMessengertosoon-to-be-
releasedWindowsXP. WindowsMessengerwillprovide
enhancedinstantmessaging,text,chat,video,audioand
telephonyservices,verysimilartoAmericaOnLine's
InstantMessenger. ThismaybepartofMicrosoft'sstrategy
toincorporatemoreofthefeaturesofNetMeetingand
InstantMessengerintotheirnewoperatingsystem. Beta
copiesshouldbeontheirwaytoproductevaluators.

Ifyouareafanofcomputergamesormultimedia
processingandyouareinthemarketforanewcomputer,
youmightwanttowaitabit. NVidia,thegraphics
processorcompanyisplanningtointroduceanewchipset
forAMDAthlonandDuronprocessormotherboards. The
performance numbersNVvidiaisquotingareimpressive.
Theyareclaimingvideoprocessingtimeseighttimesfaster
thancurrentIntelandAMDchipsets,andaDynamic
AdaptiveSpeculativePre-Processorwhichmonitors
memory trafficandpre-processesdataprovidinguptoa
twentypercentperformanceimprovement.Databetweenthe
chipsetandtheprocessorpassesalongabridgecalleda
HyperTransportwhichtransmitsdataat800MBpersecond.
TraditionalPCIbridgesarelimitedtoamaximumofabout
200MBpersecond. Whatthismeansisthatyouwon't
waste somanyCD-Rsbecauseofburnfailureduetoslow
datatransfer. Audiophileswillappreciatethe1922-D
voicesand643-DvoicescomparedtoSoundBlasterLive's
halfthatmuch. NVidia isalsoclaiming15to20percent
increaseinnetworkperformanceover3Com. NVidia is
licensingtheirproductstomotherboardmanufacturers
Gigabyte,MicroStar,Mitac,ASUSTeKandAbit.

WiredNews,
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When: Tuesday, June 12 at
7:15PM

Old Bedford School (in
1800blockofBedfordRoad)

OurspeakersforJune
will be group discussion by
members on their favorite
programs.This will be a great
program, and will add to your
enjoymentandknowledge.Bring
afriend.
Our newsletter editor was
Tennessee thispastweekandleft
herhusbandtodothehattrick.

Where:

Program:
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