MID-CITIES PC USERS GROUP

MEETING NOTICE

by: Steve Turner

When: Tues., July 11th, 7:30 PM

Where: Old Bedford School
(1800bl ockof BedfordRoad)
SecondFloor.

Program: July’ sprogramwillbe
given by a representative of the
investing firm Morgan, Stanley,
Dean Witter. Come and learn dll
you can about the benefits and
ease of investing over the
Internet.

At the last board meeting for
theMid-CitiesPCUGwedecided
to plan a set of dates for web-site
training. They will beheldonthe
following Thursday evenings
from 7-9 PM, July 13th, 20th &
27th. ThelocationwillbeSt. Paul
United Methodist Church at 852
Bedford Euless Rd. in Bedford
(between N.E. Mall & Precinct
LineRd.).

FYl - After attending the
hardware workshop, Clem
Countess built an AMD Athleon
system and used the processor
that he won at last November’s
meeting. Also,HaroldWashburn
built himself a Celeron system as
aresultofattendingthesession.

We will be having another
workshop laterthissummer. Ask
me at the next meeting and |
shouldhavemoreinformationfor
you.
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From the President’s

Cluttered Desk (&

by Rick Howell

First, let me thank those of you
whohavesental ongtheirwell-wishes
for my wife Donna, who recently
underwent some surgery and is
currentlyrecovering athome. Sheis
doingwell,andlhopetohaveherback
tomakingalivinginthenearfuture. |
would also like to report that Earl
Drake is till in the hospital, and is
fighting a respiratory infection at the
time of this writing. Our best wishes
foraspeedyrecoverygoouttoEarl.

Some of you havecommented on
the quality of the programs we are
gettingatthemeetingsthesedays,and
Steve has been doinganexcellentjob
for usthere. Hisjob isgetting alittle
easier with our increased presence on
the internet. In the past two months,
we have received three requests from
peopl easkingtomakepresentationsto
thegroup. Thisisawelcometrend. In
the past we have hadtobegandplead
people to come and make presenta-
tions to the group. Our internet
presencehasl ettheworldknowweare
hereandweareheretostay!

Because we were having some
difficultyinmakingourwebsiteeasily
accessible, | have taken the liberty of
registering the
domain nam @,
mcpcug.org for
our group. | have
aso securedaweb

to host our site for
a minimal charge,
which | have paid
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outof myownpocketjusttoshowyou
guyshowmuchlbelieveinallofyou.
Don't get me wrong, this is no great
expense. It helps that the CEO of
DFWDomainsisinourowngroup. If
he wantsto letyouknowwhoheis,|
willleavethatuptohim. Anyway,the
endresultisthatifyouwanttofindus
on theworldwide web, allyouhaveto
do is type in www.mcpcug.org and
thereweare. Itdon’tgetnoeasierthan
that folks! | am going tobetakingon
the duties as webmaster myself for a
while, at least until we get things
operating moresmoothly, and the web
site will be changing dowly. Right
now, it looksal otlikeitoriginallydid
whennobody could find it. You may
now send email to me at
webmaster @mcpcug.org.  You may
send email to Anne Johnson, our
membership chairperson at
member ship@mcpcug.org. You may
email SteveTurner,ourVice-President
in charge of programs at
programs@mcpcug.org, and you may
email Nancy Hester, our newsletter
editor and chairperson at
newsletter @mcpcug.org.  Hopefully,
this will make operations a little
smoother.

| still must impress uponyouhow
important it is for us to get new
members in the group. Certainly, our
newwebsiteandinternetpresencewill
help,butwereally need you to spread
the word. Please bring a friend or
acquaintancetoa meetingandl et’ sget
thatattendanceup. Itisalotoffunand
more people can only make it a more
rewardingexperience.



QuipsN Tips

Computers and the Internet
have been responsible for a lot of
changes in our world today. Now,
perhaps one ofthemostinteresting
thingsthatcanbeattributed,atl east
partially, to computers is the
formation of awhole new country.
Nope,|I’ mnotjoking.

It al startedbackduring World
War |1, when Adolph Hitler was
sending love letters via airmail to
the people of Great Britain in the
form of highexplosives. TheBrits
finaly tired of German aircraft
flying around and built a series of
offshore anti-aircraft platforms in
the North Sea. One of the
platforms in particular, known as
Rough’s Tower stands in 24 feet of
water, 6 miles east of Felixstowe,
England, an industrial port on the
southeast coast. The platform was
abandoned after the war, and
remained so until 1967, when a
man named Roy Bates, a British
war veteran, occupied the tower,
renamed it Sealand, and declared
its independence from Great
Britain. Roy proclaimed himself
thegoverningmonarchof Sealand.

Wéll, you're saying, what's all
this got todowithcomputers? OK,
ok, hang on. I'm getting to it.
Along comes Ryan Lackey, a 21-
year-old MIT dropout and sdlf-
taught crypto expert. Starting to
sound more like it? Lackey feds
thatfreedomtostoreandmovedata
of all typesi sgoingtobeamoney-
making proposition in the near
future, and the only way to get
away from government-imposed
restrictions is to create your own
country and make up your own
rules. Enter Sealand and Roy
Bates. Lackey has obtained a
million bucks in seed money from

By Rick Howell

some Internet investors and is
setting up Sedland as a data
repository, outside the jurisdiction
of the rest of the world. The
company name is HavenCo Ltd.
They plan to alow such things as
onlinegambling,pyramidschemes
and adult pornography, as well as
data co-location services to any
companyanywhere.

Now you're saying “Just what
theheckisdataco-location?”. OK,
case in point. Let's say an
accounting firm handles accounts
foralargecasinowhodoesn’ twant
thel RStoknowexactlyhowmuch
money is coming and going. The
accounting firm feels that the data
they have on the casino could be
legally damaging if the wrong
government agency got their
greedy little paws on it, so they
make sure therecords are stored at
Sealand. The government agency
decidestoinvestigatethecasino,so
the first thing they do is subpoena
all the records of the accounting
firm pertaining to the casino. But,
oops, the casino’s records aren’t
kept in this country, so sorry,
Charlie. No cando. Andthat’ sthe
whole reason Sealand hopes to
make millions, by offering a safe
haven for data, beyondthe reaches
of those who don’t have a need-to-
know. Interesting concept. Well
justhavetoseehowitgoes. Ifyou
want to read more about Sealand,
pick up the July issue of Wired
magazine. It's featured on the
cover, or go to www.havenco.com
andgetthewhol estary.

Sincesecurity
Seemstobeinthe
Newsandallthe
talkthesedays,
haveyouever

-

wondered how companies gather
information about you and your
habits ontheweb? Didyouknow
that many of the shareware
programs we all know and love
have built-inroutinesthatactually
report your activities to people
you never knew existed? Ifltold
you that one of the offending
programs was PKZIP would you
still useit? Ifyouareinterested,
and | think you should be, please
pick up a copy of PC Magazne,
dated July, 2000 and read the
article by Nell J. Rubenking
entitted “Who's Watching You
Surf?’. Itisaneye-opener.

| seem to be getting a little
long-winded here,butthereisone
other thing | need to pass along.
Many of the people in our group
are getting high-speed cable or
DSL internet connections. If any
ofyouareinterestedinsettingupa
high-speedinternet connection on
all the computers in your house
without having to pay AT&T or
Southwestern Bell for extra
connections,youneedtol ookinto
usingsomeofthenewroutersthat
are coming on the market today.
The router acts as your single
point-of-contact for your internet
connection, and routes packets to
and from the various computers
on your home network to the ISP
while maintaining a single web
identitytothel SP. Thesesystems
will work on AT&T's @home
service and on DSL. Steve and |
have checked them on both
systems. |If you are interested in
more information about this,
contact Steve Turner or me. See
youatthemeeting.
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Last week | had two peopleask
basically the same question The
question was. "lIs it possible to
completely remove data from a
hard drive?' The simple answer is
yesandno.Whenyousendafileor
folder totherecyclebinorthetrash
can (for you Mac users) the file is
actuallystillthere.Untilyouempty
therecyclebin,thefileisstillthere.
But even if you empty the recycle
binortrashcan,the file will still be
there on the hard drive. When you
delete afile, the only thing that is
deleted is the file name or the
reference to the file in the file
allocation table. With the right
software, it is relatively easy to
recoverdel etedfilesfromyourhard
drive. Somefilerecoverysoftware
can even work over a network
connection.Whatthismeansi sthat
if you have confidential infor-
mation or documents on your
computer, simply deleting them
does not get rid of them and an
enterprising person could, if he or
she wanted to, get at those files on
your hard drive and see your
confidential information. If you
have financial information or any
other sensitive or confidential
information onyourhard drive you
should always keep this in mind
that once del eted,yourfilesarenot
really gone. Often times, in a
corporate environment, computers
get movedaround. The CFO getsa
new computer so his assistant gets
his old one. Steps are taken to
remove al of the files on the
computer's hard drive so that
sensitive company information
such as salaries and bank account
numbers are no longer there. The
assistant, disgruntled and low paid
who just happens to know how to
recover deleted files, runs a little
software utility on the "cleaned"
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Provided by I SYNDICATE

hard drive and by the next day he
has enough information in his
hands that he can now clean the
company's bankaccountandbythe
next day is pleasantly retired & the
age of 37 onabeachsomewherein
theSouthPacific.

There are some very good file
recovery utilities on the market
today. Programs such as Undelete
for Windows works very well at
recovering files locally or over the
network. Other utilities such as
Lost and Found or EasyRecovery
can recover files from what most
peoplewould considertobeadead
unbootable hard drive. Recovery
can even be done on a hard drive
thathasbeenformatted.| haveused
software suchasthisonaharddrive
that had a damaged FAT to recover
two years worth of genealogical
research that my wife had done. It
workedbeautifully. Thesesoftware
solutionsclaimthatifthedrivecan
spin,thedatacanberecovered.

If these software methods do
notwork, thereareservicessuchas
Datarec that are dedicated to file
recovery, from hard drives that do
not even spin. The cost of this
service can run from several
hundreddollarstoseveralthousand
dollars for the recovery of the lost
files. What | amtrying to point out
hereis that unless you take special
measures the files on your hard
drive can be gotten back out again,
evenfromaharddrivethathasbeen
trashedassomuchj unkmetaL
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FileDeletion: -

With proper careyourfi I escan
be permanentlyremoved. Inorder
to completely delete or wipe your
hard drive the data must be

removed first and then overwritten
with other data. The overwriting is
not just more data, but overwriting
with 1's and O's. To be completely
suretheoverwritingshouldbedone
severaltimes.Ifyouweretolookat
aharddrivethathasbeenwipedthis
way with a hex editor you would
see 0x24 0x92 0x49 0x92 0x49
0x24 in a never ending pattern.
Most of your good software file
wipers will overwrite at |east three
times, and some of the more
sophisticated utilities will
overwritetwel veormoretimes.

Some of the recommended
programs for permanently
removingfilesare:

DATA ERASER (one for
professional use and another for
homeusers)

SHREDX (drag& dropinterface)
WIPE(version0.16 orabove)
THEERASER(forMacusers)

Even with all of the
sophistication available for file
deletion, the defense department
does not consider usual measures
safe enough. When the Defense
Department wants to discard old,
unusedharddrivestheywipethem,
degauss them and then physically
shred them until there is nothing
left but pea sized pieces of metal.
Nowthatissecurefiledel etion.




THE MID-CITIESPC USERS GROUP

The Mid-Cities PC Users Group is a not for-profit
organi zationwhoseobjectivesare:

*toprovideaf orumfortheexchangeofideasandexperience,
* educati oni ntheformof seminarsandprograms,and
* communityaspertai nstothecomputerindustry.

Annual membership is $24.00 per family with one vote per
membershi p.M embersareencouragedtonotifytheM embership
Chairperson of any change of address as soon as possible to
continuereceivingtheir monthly newdetter. Pl easeaddressany
notificationsto:Mid-CitiesPCUsers Group: Atth.Membership
Chair,P.0.Box54141,Hurst, TX 76054

1999/00 OFFICERS AND BOARD MEMBERS

President RickHowell (817)485-0302

rhowell @ticnet.com

VPPrograms  SteveTurner (817)457-7131
stevent@compuserve.com

VPPublicity Rusty Murrell (817) 485-2832
Lhch76@aol.com
Secretary George Ruede (817)292-5420
gruede@fwst.net
Treasurer TomWaak  (817)281-8950
tomwaak@zdnetmail.com
NewsletterEd.  Nancy Hester (817) 496-1961
nancyhesterusa@netscape.net
MemberChair AnneJohnson (817)268-6411
annj@ti.com

Mid-Cities PC Users' Group

PO Box 54141

Hurst, TX 76054
http://www.startext.net/np/mcpcug

THE MID-CITIES PCUSERS GROUP
NEWSLETTER

PublishedmonthlybyM CPCUGBODandcreatedusingCorel
Draw8.0,al aserprinter,andcopiedonaphotocopier.Commentsabout
the newsletter can be addressed to any officer or board member and
constructive criticismisencouraged.Articlesmaybereproducedwith
propercreditgivento Mid-CitiesPCUsers GroupNewsl| etter.

CONTRIBUTING ARTICLES

Article Style: Typeallcopyflushleftwithoutjustification;use
word wrap feature for your paragraphs. This includes headings, by-
lines,andthefirstlineofeachparagraph.Placeacreditby-line(author's
name) between the title and first paragraph. Leave no blank lines
betweenparagraphs.Useonlyonespacebetweensentences.

File Formats: Word Perfect 5.0 is preferred. If formatting is
crucia and you do not have access to Word Perfect 5.00rMicrosoft
Word,senda hardcopytoshowthelayout.

Submitting Articles: You may use one of two methods.
UploadingthearticletoNancyHesteratnancy hesterusa@netscape.net
or you can handthem to her on diskette (3.5" preferred) during the
general membershipmeetings.
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Deadline: The last Friday of the month prior to intended
publication.

Advertising Rates:

7%in.x 9in. FullPage $40.00
7%in.x 4in. HalfPage $20.00
3%in.x4%in. QuarterPage $12.50
3%in.x2in.BusinessCard $5.50

Discounts: 3 months=5%; 6months=10%.1stmonthfull
price,discountappliestomonthsther eafter.

Payment: requiredwithlstadcopy.
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